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Amendments to the Claims 

Claim I (Cuirently amended): A washing appliance clutch for traj^ferring rotational 

power from a motor to a driven basket for rotating the driven basket aboijit a basket axis, the 

washing appliatice clutch comprising: \ 

a drive member adapted to be driven by the motor for rotation about a dr ve axis; 

the drive member comprising a first cam surface; \ 

an intermediate plate engaged by the drive member for rotation with the llrive member about the 

j 

drive axis; 

I 

the intetmediate plate h»^4 ft^ comprising i 

I 

an outer peripheral edge; [ 

a plurality of cutout portions that create a plurality of weakened points ini the intermediate plate, 

1 

the weakened points in the intemiediatc plate permitting flexing ^f the intermediate plate 



in response to centrifiipal force during rotation of the intermediate plate: 

I 

a first grou p_of the cutout portions comprising slots extending from the ojuter peripheral ed ge 
inwardly toward the drive axis: 

I 

a second group of the cutout portions located completely inwardly from ijhe peripheral edge of 

the intermediate plate: ! 

i 

a first cam follower surface engaging the first cam surface of the drive mbmber: 

a hub surrounding the outer peripheral edge of the intermediate plate in cjlos© spaced relation 

i 

thereto; : 

the outer peripheral edge of the intermediate plate being capable of flexiipig in response to 

i 

centrifugal force during rotation of the intermediate plate from a detracted position free 
fipm engagement with the hub to an expanded position engaging jthe hub and rotating the 
hub about the drive axis. ! 



Claims 2-S (Cancelled) 



3 
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Claim 6 (Cuixently amended): A washing appliance clutch a ccording to claim #JL wherein 

1 

the motor includes an agitatef -apitation m ode in which it drives the drive member in a first 
rotational direction, the motor including a spin mode in which it drives the drive member in a 
second rotational direction. j 

Claim 7 (Currently amended): A washing appliance clutch a ccordi ng to claim 6 wherein 
the first cam surface and the first cam follower surface cooperate to flex i he outer peripheral edge 
of the intermediate plate from the retracted to the expanded position durijig rotation of the drive 

member in the seeea d first rotational direction when the motor is in the oteitator aeitotion m ode. 

I 

Claim 8 (Currently amended): A washing appliance clutch a ccording to claim 7 wdierein 
the outer peripheral edge of the intennediatc plate flexes from 4e retracttd to the expanded 
position solely in response to centrifugal force during rotation of the intejmediate plate when the 
motor is in the spin mode. 



Claim 9 (Currently amended): A washing appliance clutch 
further comprising a high friction material positioned betw ee n on the 
intermediate plate and on the hub for facilitating factional engagement 
outer peripheral edge of the intermediate plate during rotation of the 



according to claim 1 and 

outler peripheral edge of the 

between the hub and the 
intermediate plate. 



Claim 10 (Currently amended): In combination: 
a washing appliance having a basket moimted for rotation about a drive dxis; 
a motor capable of imparting rotational power; 
a drive member driven by the motor for rotation about the drive axis; 
the drive member having a first cam surface: 
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an intennediate plate having a first cam follower surface engaging the firbt cam surface of the 



drive membetL ongogod by tho drivo mombor for rotation with the jdrive member about the 
drive axis; 

the intermediate plate having an outer peripheral edge; 

a hub surroundiag the outer peripheral edge of the intennediate plate andj being attached to the 
basket; 

the outer peripheral edge of the intermediate plate being capable of flexiikg in response to 

centrifugal force during rotation of the intermediate plate &om a retracted position free 

from engagement with the hub to an expanded position engaging (the hub and rotating the 

i 

hub about the drive axis. i 



Claim 1 1 (Currently amended): A method for transferring rotationajl movement from a 

motor to a washing ^liance basket mounted within a washing ajppliance for rotation 

I 

about a drive axis, the method comprising: ; 
connecting the motor to a drive member[[:]] . the drive member having a jfirst cam surface; 

i 
I 

mounting an intermediate member having a first cam follower surface fo|: rotation relative to the 
drive member: | 

i 

rotatuig the drive member to cause the first cam surface to engage the fir^t cam follower surface 
on the intennediate plate to cause the intermediate plate to rotate p laciug tfao drive 



member in driving oonneotion with on intormodiatG plate so that rotation of tho driv e 
member-will oau s e rotation of tho intormodiato plate ^ the intermediate plate having an 
expandable outer peripheral edge; 

surrounding the outer peripheral edge of the intemiediate plate with an ajmular hub connected to 

I 

rotate the washing appliance basket[[f]]^ 



Qotivating tho motor to rotate tho drive mombor and cause rotation of th e 



intermediate plat e , 



A^ereby the outer peripheral edge of the intermediate plate will flex in response to 
centrifugal force from a retracted position spaced in an inner radi d direction from the 

5 

i 
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annular hub to an expanded position fiictionally engaging and rotating the hub ondtho 

i 

washing applionoe basket. : and \ 
connecting the rotating hub to the washing appliance basket for rotating the washing appliance 
basket. ; 



! 

Claim 12 (Original): A method according to claim 1 1 wherein the rotation of the drive member 

! 

by the motor is in a first rotational direction, the motor being reversible tb cause rotation of the 
drive member in a second rotational direction opposite from the first rotajtional direction. 

Claim 1 3 (Cxirrently amended): A method according to claim 1 1 wherein the motor is 



capable of operating in an agitation mode to rotate the drive member in a ^ 



first rotational 



direction, and the motor is capable of operating in a spin mode to rotate the drive member 

I 

continuously only in the fes i second rotational directio n^ and th e motor if* capabl e of op e rating in 
an agitator mod e to rotat e th e drivo member in the s econd rotational diroeti ^. 



Claim 14 (New): A method according to claun 1 1 wherein activating the motor to rotate the 
drive member in an agitation mode in a first rotational direction causes rotation of the 
intermediate plate; the method further comprising flejdng the outer perip leral edge of the 
intermediate plate from the retracted to the expanded position by cooperating the first cam 
surface of the drive member with the first cam follower surface of the inljermediate plate. 

Claim 1 5 (New): A method according to claim 1 4 wherein activatin g the motor to rotate the 

i 

drive member in a spin mode in a second rotational direction causes rotation of the intermediate 
plate; the method fimhet comprising flexing the outer peripheral edge oflthe intermediate plate 
firom the retracted to the expanded position solely using centrifugal forcel during rotation of the 
intermediate plate. 
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Claim 16 (New): The combination accorditxg to claim 10 wherein tl^e outer peripheral edge 
of the intermediate plate is capable of flexing from the retracted position jto the expanded 



position in response to cooperation between the first cam surface and the 



sur&ce during rotation of the intermediate plate in a first rotational direction. 



first cam follower 



Claim 17 (New): The combination according to claim 16 wherein tlie outer peripheral edge 

i 

of the intermediate plate is capable of flexing &om the retracted position [to the expanded 
position solely in response to centrifiigal force during rotation of the intetmediate plate in a 



second rotational direction. 



! 
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